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I.  DATE 

October  £r 
September  195S 

S.  DATE-TIME  GROUP 


GMT 2<:(.cz 

S.  PHOTOS 

□ Y«s 

:iaw0 

7.  LENGTH  OP. OBSERVATION 

ft 

20  mins 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 

2i  LOCATION 

Danby,  California 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 


XhCfDun^  Vl  buM 
□ Al^Vituol 


Civilian 

S.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

two 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SIGHTING 

A strong  glow  in  direcion  of  the 
Clipper  mountains  NV/  of  observers. 
Objs  approx  15*  long  St  5*  high  at 
a distance  of  approx  -i  miles.  When 
sun  lowered  in  sky,  obJs  disappeared. 


□ Grownd«Ro4ar 

□ Alr-lnt«re«pf  Rodor 


9.  COURSE 


s ta  I tor.  ary 

n.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ W«t  Balleofi 

□ Probobly  Balloon 

□ PoBsibljr  Balloon 

□ Wot  Aircrolt 

□ Probably  Aircraft 

□ Potoibly  Aircraft 

O Wot  AttronemI  col 
O Probably  Attronomicel 
D Pottibly  Attronomicol 

Otbor  . ;•  i ■ . . , ■ . 

u Inouffreiont  Dotd  for  Evoluation 

□ Unknown 


Two  of  the  sources  inves  i.  i.,a ted 
further  & determiried  that  what 
they  saw  was  the  sun  re  t'lcc: t ing 
off  two  radio  antennaes  ihut  wer 
in  line  with  the  roflecLio;.  In- 
vestigation by  1C 06th  AxSb  'vas 
made  Si  il  was  concluded  tiiat 
sources  expl  ana  tioTi  was  ^rorrect. 
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AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


Uhld«ntifi«d  Tljing  Obj«ot 


Idnbgrt  California 


23  Maroh  1999 


wmwfiQgmn 

HOWi^])  W HOLMES,  Major,  USi 


MaesaHO  AFciH-4S4  3-4^-S 


Dataohnant  4t  lOOdth  AISS 


IVAUMTHfl 


Sap  - Oot  9B 


d othara 


nffWMrdL  dlM  aliKlilMBii  !■  Itaii  Mi^nAtMi  ■MmrMftliii 

COVTEIfTS 


ailMraa  aatNM^WVMM  4F  Arm  l/l-Aff /f.) 


PAST  CMBi  Paaoriptiott  of  eight ing  by 


laa,  19,  California 


PAST  TiOl 


Paaoriptiop  of  ai^tliiB 
P <l4HI|^^aaaz,  California 
Hoaa  raonat  Kona 


PAST  THRBt  Paaorlption  of  aigbtlnff 

Cain  Sprln^a,  California 
Hooa  Phonal  Hona 

» 

PAST  FOUBi  SupplaoentBry  Investigative  Efforts 

PAST  PZVEt  Commenta  of  Preparing  Officer 

ZI*  SUMUAHTt  Unidentified  flying  object  vaa  observed  visually  in 
the  vicinity  of  railrotd  Panby,  California  (EJES  349369)  at  I6OO 
hours  Pacific  Stmdard  Tima  during  the  latter  part  of  September  or 
the  first  part  of  October  19^*  Kia  information  oontaj^nad  in  this 
report  was  obtained  from  the  persons  observing  the  objects  and  froi 
investigation  conducted  to  determina  the  possible  causa  of  the 
sighting* 

ZZ*  IHVESTXOATORSt  TSGT  CLASS  A BLAIS  API 9320739 

SHOT  VICTOB  0 SOCOLOFT  API  9433929 
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Mwt  BOVARP  W HOLMES 
' Major,  UHAP 
Connsndar 


(Sea  Individual  Parts) 


HEWSAF  (1  oy) 

Comdr  ATIC  (1 

P/1  27th  Air  Plvision(])af) 


Comdr  lOOdth  AISS  ( 
Comdr  Pat  4«  1006th 


MIS  TMO  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTINS  THE  NATIONAL  OEFEHSCOFTHE  UN nEO  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OFTHC  ESPIONAGE  ACT,  SO  U.  S.C- 
M AND  m AS  AMENDED.  ITS  TRANSMHSKM  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  FERSON  IS  FROHIBITEO  BY  LAW. 
IT  HAY  HOT  RE  REFROOUdD  M WHOLE  OR  IN  PlART.  SV  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  ST  FCRHISION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
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hddTMS 


Ooott^tiOBi  Tool  and  dio  aairor 


ia^loo  19 1 Calif  anil  A 


Ai«t  47  . 

UaeAtlMu  2 /oan  hish  oehool 

P^poopootlBc 

II*  UlABIXJTTt  lh«i  intorvlovodf  SOOBCI  oaa  tatj  eoopearstlvo 
and  WAA  intorootod  in  oauao  of  iho  oightlng*  S0UBC2  rotalaod  dotAllo  of 
obooZTAtloo  dOAidio  tlfflo  Intorval  froa  si^tln9  to  tlmo  of  lntor¥lov«  SOUBCG 
Appoarod  to  bavt  knovlod^  of  desert  areas  and  illusions  present  therein* 

SOUBCG  spoke  freelj  and  appeared  to  be  of  arera^  Intelll^enoe*  Information 
given  bgr  SOURCE  is  oonsldared  to  be  fairly  reliable* 

HI*  souBCB's  sBscsimcxi  of  sighthio  and  Gvmst 

1«  At  ApproziBately  I6OO  hours  FST  during  the  latter  part 
of  September  1958 » SOUBCB  vas  standing  outdoors  at  Rieheleau's  mill  approzlmately 
100  yards  from  railroad  Sanli^f  California  (£J£B  345339}  • SOUBCG  stated  he  vas 
facing  northvest  shen  his  attention  was  diverted  by  two  (2)  bright  objects 
gloving  from  the  direction  of  the  Clipper  fountains*  SOUBCG  vas  fairly  certain 
that  the  object s vere  in  vlsv  for  approzlBately.  tventy  (20)  minutes*  SOURCE 
stated  that  the  objects  vere  level  and  pointed  approximately  north  and  south* 
Objects  appeared  slightly  belov  the  borison* 

2*  Objects  vere  vieved'  tlurou^  a small  telescope*  SOURCE 
stated  the  objects  vere  oblong  shaped  like  an  aircraft  fuselage*  SOURCE 
described  the  color  as  glovlngf  bright  aluminum*  SOURCE  stated  the  edges  of 
the  object  vere  clearly  outlined  sad  vere  approziBately  ninety  (90)  feet  long 
and  tventy  (20)  feet  in  height*  SOUBCB  estimated  the  objects  to  be  approzlmately 
four  (4)  mleo  from  the  observation  point* 

3*  SOUBCB  described  the  veather  as  oleart  dry,  no  vind 
and  a temperature  of  apirozimately  ei^tp  (60)  degrees* 

4*  SOUBCB  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  in  "flying  saucers** 
and  believad  the  objects  to  be  advanced  types  of  aircraft* 


1 Incl 

SOUBCB^S  Memory  Sketch 


iTMaOOCUSENr  CONTMie  INTOHIUTION  AFnCTMW  TNI  MHONAL  DEFCK  Of  THIUNITl])  STATU  WITHIN  THE  WAN  INS  Of  THE  ESPIONAOE  ACT.  K U.  S.  C.— 
a ANOm  At  AHEMOIOl  ITS  TMANHiaHON  OS  TNI  MVELATION  Of  IIS  OONTENTS  IN  ANT  MANNES  TD  AH  UNAUTHOflltCD  fCRSON  IS  MOHIWTED  BY  UW. 
IT  SAY  HOT  K SfmOOUCO  M SHOUOS  W MJir.  SY  OTMOI  THAN  UNITED  HATO  AIS  HMCE  AONCIEZ  EXCCPT  BY  PESStSSIONOr  TW  OUUCTOROF 
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AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


AlAlllliZ 

&Mt  fall  about  tha  laat  of  Saptonbar  thraa  of  ua  wara  atanding 
at  tha  Bill  at  railroad  laabj*  WO  aaa  a atron^  glov  of  light  oooing  from  tha 
foothills  of  tha  Clippar  Htna*  Wa  thought  this  to  ba  a bank  of  iiioa*  This 
Intansa  glow  laatad  about  20  ainutas*  It  was  approatliaataly  4 lailas  from  whara 
wa  wara  ataadiog*  Tima  4 pw>  and  and  myaalf  dis- 

agraad  iriiat  it  oould  bat  ^4 ^dmpbtatad  it  wa^n^miea  bank  and  it  was 
soaathing  that  didat  baloog  thara«  Tha  naxt  day  it  happanad  again  at  tha  sana 
tiwa  and  laatad  about  20  winutasa  Until  tha  sun  had  wovad  and  tha  glow  want 
oatf  howawar  thia  tloa  thara  w.is  iust  two  o<f  us^^|l^|H|||n  and  ayaalf* 

Is  watohad  it  through  a talaaoopa.  Undar  tha  glasa  ina  glow  was  gona  and  two 
oylindrieal  shapad^  round  noaad,  glowing  objaota  wara  parkad  in  a larga  daap 
gullay*  Thay  wara  about  40*  apart  sitting  approzlmataly  north  and  aouth.  Thay 
wara  both  on  an  awan  kaal  and  wa  oould  aaa  no  algns  of  Ufa*  Thay  wera  very 
bri^t  silvary  color  li^t  giant  gas  bottlas*  Wa  thought  at  first  it  was  a 
erashad  alrlinar*  Tha  naxt  morning  wa  went  aut  and  aaarehad  tha  araa^  and 
f aund  nothing*  At  4 pm  wo  again  waltad-  at  BR  Sanby  to  saa  tha  glow  but  it  did 
not  ooour  again*  They  had  laft  during  tha  night*  I am  qulto  aura  X oan  almoat 
pinpoint  tha  plaoa  if  I ratum  to  tha  area* 
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TWSOOCUaOirOONTAIM  INRMHATION  AnWCmMlMf  MTKMM.  OfFENSC  OP  THC  (IN ITOtTATCS  WITHIN  TMf  MEAN INO  Of  THE  ESnONAfiC  ACT,  SO  U.  S,  C.- 
n AN0a.MAIICN0fi9.  ITS  HIAN9MI9SION  ON  THE  RCWUTION  Of  ITS  CONTEIfri  IN  ANY  IIANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTMOHIZEO  PERSON  IS  PflOHISITEO  SY  LAW, 
IT  SAY  NOT  K NEfaOOUOGO  IN  NMQLl  00  IN  PMir.  SV  OTHER  THAN  UNITfO  STATES  AM  PONCE  ABENTin^  EMCEPT  SY  fCRMISSION  Of  THE  DMGCTOROf 
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AIR  INTELUGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 
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it 


Calif«ziiia 

OooopatiOBi  B«tir*d  BAohinliti  Put  tim«  prospector 

I 

Ifti  79 

# 

MnoeticBt  Ti*  Tcsre  frsde  eehool 

n*  HfLTAHTLTTTi  SOORCf  vse  vez7  ooopermtiTe  sad  shoved  an 
laterest  in  deternlnlng  oeiiee  of  elghtiag*  Despite  the  e^  of  SOURCE » ha  wee 
TSX7  utive  sad  slert*  SOURCE* s estinatos  of  dietaaoe  aad  time  were  accurate* 
Infomation  civea  hj  SOURCE  ie  coneldeced  to  he  fairlj  aooiimte* 


XII.  80UBCB*8  DBSCRIfTZOE  Of  SI 


AED 


1.  At  IdOO  hours  Pacific  StaadL^rA  Tine  during  the  last  two 
weeks  of  Septenher  or  first  two  weeks  of  October  1998f  SOURCE  was  steading  at 
Bieheleau  Mill  approziBatelx  100  yards  frao  railroad  Danby,  Calif oniia  (£J£E 
349385).  SOURCE  stated  a flash  of  light  froa  a northwest  direction  attracted 
his  attention.  SOURCE  stated  that  the  object  was  stationary  and  appeared  to 

be  at  the  sane  elsTatlon  as  SOURCE.  SOURCE  was  fairly  certain  the  object 
was  visible  for  approziiBately  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes  (2^  hours)  and 
then  dlsappeued.  SOURCE  stated  object  appeared  at  approzimately  270  degrees 
aad  approxlmataly  60  feet  below  the  horiscn.  Object  remained  stationary  at 
all  tines. 

2.  SOURCE  stated  obieot  was  obaerved  during  dayli^t  hours 
aad  appeared  to  be  the  oelor  of  altulBan.  Object  nade  no  sound.  Object  viewed 
thrctt^  a naall  telescope.  Objeet  sharply  outlined  and  appaared  to  ba  approzinately 
fifteen  feet  (15)  iMig  and  five  feet  (3)  hi|^  end  solid  In  oonstruetion.  SOURCE 
estinated  dietanoe  to  object  to  be  four  nllee  (4)  • SOURCE  stated  that  the  sun 

was  on  bia  left  and  irt&eo  the  eua  lowered  in  the  sky  the  objeet  dleappeered. 


end  a^catlve  wlaAe. 


3.  80QBCB  deeoribed  the  weather  as  dry»  hoty  oleu  sky 


4.  SOURCE  stated  that  he  believed  the  object  to  be  an 
optical  Illusion  of  a radio  antennas. 


iTMCOOCUIttNrGCNCMiaiNFmMArKMAIVKmilOTNCMIlOlULOEFBaCOFTItCUNITIDSrATESWrrHIN'mfllCMIlNaorTHeesnoiMCCilCr.SOU.  s.  c- 

w ANOn,AtAMfNOCD.  ITS  T1UmM«ION  Oil  TW  ACVEUTION  OF  ITS  GONTDnS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTMORI2ED  PERSON  IS  PROHIIITED  BY  LAW. 
IT  SAY  NOT  K REMOOUCSO  W tSMOIJI  OS  IN  PWr.  NY  01MER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  IRORCE  AeENCIES.  ENCirT  IV  KRUUSION  OF  THE  DIREICTOROF 
SnUMENGa  WAF. 
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Around  tho  end  of  September  two  other  men  and  1 were  standln?  at 
Rleheleau'a  Mill  talking  about  prospecting  when  we  notleed  a glow  in  the  direction 
of  Clipper  Ktns.  We  watched  the  glow  for  a While  and  then  it  disappeared. 

Later  that  night  we  talked  about  It  and  decided  to  watched  for  It  the  next  day. 

The  next  day  It  appeared  again  at  the  same  tine.  We  knew  there  was  not n in? 
metallic  in  that  area  and  thought  it  might  be  an  airplane  because  of  its 
metallic  glow.  K|jflf|PIBtook  hie  telescope  and  looked  at  it  and  spotted  it 
on  the  hillside.  as  far  as  possible  and  walked  for  three  or  four  hours 

In  the  general  area.  The  exact  spot  was  on  a line  from  RR  Oanby  northwest 
over  Route  66  Danby.  We  aligned  ourselves  with  the  two  places  and  searched  the 
area  but  could  not  find  evidence  of  the  objects.  1 remembered  a few  dayslat^^ 
that  the  objects  were  visible  almost  every  day  In  the  same  area  so 
and  1 Invest Igatea  further.  We  used  a powerful  pair  of  binoculars  and^^oied 
the*glow.  We  noticed  guy  wires  coming  from  It  and  looked  closer  and  saw  rods 
radiating  from  the  guy  wires.  We  rsmembered  that  two  tall  radio  antermaas  used 
by  the  California  Highway  ^trol  were  at  Route  66  Oanby  and  determined  thit  the 
eun  east  a reflection  on  the  antennaes  and  that  that  was  what  we  were  looking; 
at  all  the  time  and  that  was  ii^y  we  could  find  no  evidence  in  the  foothills. 

We  did  not  report  this  Information  and  thought  the  whole  thing  had  been  3olv*?d. 
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U.  WBLIABILint  SO 
although  h«  daellaadl  to  makm  a otat< 
ooDflXBOd  atatMNHita  aada  hf  Itt, 
of  tha  alglttlag« 


\ oan  ba  ooBaidarad  fairlr  raliabla 
it  ar  aoBplata  ATIC  fom*  SOUIU^ 
and  waa  adtlaflad  with  hla  latarpratatlon 


:1IMf  OOeuanrOONTAINS  mfOHMATION  AFffCriMO  TIC  NATIONAL  OEnitK OF  THCUNITfD  STATS  WITHIN  THE  MEANINSOFTHE  SFIONA0E  ACT,  BO  U.  S.  C.- 
M AHOn.MAaOIOCD.  ns  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF  ITS  CONTINIS  IN  ANT  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTMORIIED  PERSON  IS  PflOMlWTED  BY  LAW. 
IT  MAT  NOT  ■ REPROINICED  W SIHOIX  OR  IM  FART.  *T  OmER  THAN  UNITED  STATB  AIR  FORCE  AfiCNCIOL  ENCS^  IT  PERMISSION  Of  THE  DIRECTOR  Of 
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DAHBTi  CAUFOmU 
2 October  19^6 


Oa  6 Nurcb  1959»  this  Center  received  a letter  frca  a resident  of  Los 
Angeles,  California  reporting  the  slgfhtlng  of  an  unusual  object.  The  limited 
Inforaatlon  contained  In  the  letter  vas  Insufficient  to  allow  anolysls.  A 
request  for  investigation  vas  made  to  a \inlt  directly  associated  with  the 
organization  idiich  falls  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of 
Staff  for  Intelligence.  The  following  Is  a sunmary  of  the  Information  de- 
rived, and  the  final  conclusions  reached  concerning  this  incident. 


On  2 October  1953,  three  men  were  standing  at  Rlcheleau's  Tungsten  Hill 
at  Railroad  Danby  discussing  prospecting.  The  time  vas  approximately  l6oo 
hours  PST,  when  what  appeared  to  be  a bright  glow,  or  flash  of  light,  in  the 
northwest  attracted  their  attention.  One  man  said  It  must  be  the  sun  re- 
flecting off  a bank  of  mica.  The  other  two  didn't  think  there  was  that  much 
mica  In  that  area  because  they  had  prospected  the  area  in  the  past.  The 
glow  was  in  view  for  approximately  two  and  one  half  hours  and  then  disappeared 
when  the  sun  lowered  In  the  sky. 


The  next  day  at  the  same  time  the  glow  of  light  reappeared  In  the  same 
location.  Two  of  the  observers  looked  at  it  with  a small  telescope  and  the 
glow  appeared  to  be  oblong  as  Is  an  aircraft  fuselage,  and  the  color  of 
aluminum.  The  size  of  the  object  appeared  to  be  approximately  15  feet  long, 

5 feet  hlg^,  and  solid.  The  dlsteuice  to  the  object  was  estimated  to  be  aboxxt 
four  miles.  The  three  men  then  drove  as  far  as  they  could  toward  the  object 
and  waUced  around  the  area  for  three  or  four  hours,  but  could  find  no  evidence 
of  such  an  object. 


A few  days  later  one  man  remembered  that  the  object,  or  glow,  vas  visi- 
ble almost  every  day  in  the  same  area.  Two  of  the  men  decided  to  investigate 
fuarther.  tQiey  took  a pair  of  powerful  binoculars,  studied  the  object,  and 
noticed  guy  vires  coming  from  it.  Upon  looking  closer,  rods  were  seen 
radiating  from  the  guy  vires*  They  then  remembered  that  two  tall  radio 
antennae  8 tmed  by  the  Highway  Patrol  were  located  at  Highway  66,  Railroad 
Danby  and  decided  the  sun  vas  reflecting  off  these  antennaes. 

Air  Force  investigation  confirmed  the  views  of  the  witnesses.  The 
antennaes  were  found  to  protrude  above  the  tree  tops  approximately  20  feet, 
and  were  spaced  approximately  20  feet.  It  was  detezmined  that  the  reflection 
from  these  antennaes  could  be  seen  from  Railroad  Danby  only  during  a rela- 
tively short  period  of  the  year  for  the  hovir  of  this  report.  This  explains 
why  the  sighting  appeared  unusual  to  the  witnesses  who  are  residents  of  the 
area. 


It  is  concluded  that  the  cause  of  this  sighting  was  the  sun  reflecting 
off  radio  antennaes. 
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TIm  bright  sun  reflected  at  a particular  time  from  an  object  in- 
visible to  the  observer  often  produces  a puzzling  phenomenon,  such 
as  the  flying  saucer  reported  from  Danby,  California,  early  in 
October  1958. 

About  4:00  in  the  afternoon  on  October  2,  three  prospectors 
standing  near  a tungsten  mill  at  Railroad  Danby  noticed  a sudden 
l»1ght  glow  in  the  northwest  sky  which  remained  visible  for  about 
2H  hours  and  then  disappeared.  When  a glow  appeared  again  the 
following  day  at  the  same  time  and*  place,  the  observers  tried  to 
identify  it  by  using  a small  telescope  and  saw  a bright,  oblong 
object  hovering  above  the  horizon;  it  was  the  color  of  aluminum, 
approximately  fifteen  feet  long,  five  feet  high,  and  about  four  miles 
away.  Getting  into  a car,  tlie  men  drove  in  the  direction  of  the  ob- 
ject and  searched  the  supposed  location  on  foot  for  several  hours, 
but  could  find  no  trace  of  the  UFO. 

Several  days  later,  realizing  that  the  object  reappeared  every 
day  at  about  the  same  time  and  place,  two  of  the  men  decided  to 
investigate  further.  Studying  the  object  through  a pair  of  powerful 
tooculars,  they  could  see  guy  wires  coming  from  it  and  rods  radiat- 
ing firom  the  guy  wires.  Remembering  that  hvo  tall  radio  antennas 
used  by  the  highway  patrol  stood  in  approximately  the  same  loca- 
tion, the  witnesses  found  the  explanation,  which  Air  Force  investi- 
gators confirmed.  The  antennas,  placed  some  twenty  feet  apart, 
extended  about  twenty  feet  above  tlie  trees.  The  cigar-shaped 
hovering  object  was  a special  effect  depending  on  a particular  com- 
bination of  circumstances;  only  during  the  first  part  of  October, 
and  only  late  in  the  afternoon,  did  the  sun’s  rays  strike  the  antenna 
in  such  a way  that  the  religion  was  visible  to  an  ^observer  at  Rail- 
road Danby  [i].‘ 
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referred  to  this  office  for  r<^ly  eloce  ve  are  recpouslblc 
ensvcrlnc  public  eorreepoudence  on  oubjccte  ouch  eo  this* 


The  Air  Force  le  clvetyo  glad  to  receive  Icfonaatioi;  sucli 
ae  your  letter  provldca • Security  conscious  cltlccns  oucli  os  Hr* 

youi*scif  ore  to  be  coscaended  i‘or  youi’ 
interest  in  the  defease  of  Amorlea* 


Tour  letter  end  e copy  of  this  reply  to  you  ere  iciuc;  for* 
verded  to  the  Cownder,  Air  Tcchni cel  Intelligence  Center,  Urleht* 
Fetteivon  Air  Force  Bese,  Ohio*  Uhls  Is  the  Air  Force  orosnizatiou 
uhlch  la  responalble  for  anelyzlng  and  evaluating  reports  oi  ul:ls 
nature* 


Z asaure  ytm  that  the  strange  glov  you  noticed  vlll  Lc 
thoroughly  invest igated*  Tou  vlll  probably  be  contacted  for  fxi*thcr 
Infonaatlon  by  the  ATIC* 

Again,  thanks  for  your  Interest  and  for  talcing  thv'  tiuc  to 
prepare  such  a detailed  account  of  the  experience* 
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